Although this book is titled Functional Neuro anatomy of Pain, this describes only the first section of the book, which outlines the functional components of pain pathways; the second section deals exclusively with the changes associated with various neuropathic pain states, the role of glial cells in this setting and the effects of chronic pain on cortical networks.
The first section of the book is useful for readers who already have a basic understanding of the neuroanatomy of the pain system and are seeking a more in-depth review. However, even with prior knowledge, the first section of the book is hard to grasp. It is beyond the educational needs of the average pain clinician and even more so the anaesthetist with some interest in pain. We also find it difficult to apply clinically the knowledge gained from this book and feel that this section is aimed more at the basic scientist with specific interests.
The section on the various neuropathic pain states and the underlying pathology is generally well written. In particular the chapters on central changes consequent to peripheral nerve injury, the role of glial cells and changes in cortical networks due to chronic pain are worth reading as they provide insight into issues often neglected in other reviews of this area. It is disappointing that in this context, 'Complex Regional Pain Syndrome' is not reviewed, as it would have nicely complemented this section.
It is obvious that all the authors are non-clinicians; regrettably this does not prevent them from making statements about clinical issues and therapeutic interventions, which are rather disappointing. This is obvious when they write about postherpetic neuralgia, stating banalities such as "Chronic pain causes suffering and distress. Here pain becomes a disease itself, and it is a ruining disease"; or they ignore relevant literature on its therapy.
Book ReviewS
Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 35, No. 1, February 2007 This book provides a rather comprehensive literature review on the topic of neuroanantomy of pain and changes associated with neuropathic pain states with more than 800 references cited. The references date back to as early as 1951, but some of the more recent literature of the last three years seems to be ignored.
Overall, this is, in our opinion, not a book of sufficient interest to an anaesthetist or pain clinician to justify its rather high price for a monograph of 70 pages of text.
S Seven papers from authors around the world cover a variety of issues including paediatric transplantation, perioperative care of the living donor and recipient in Japan, the use of recombinant activated factor VII in liver transplantation, portopulmonary hypertension and hepatopulmonary syndrome, renal failure in endstage liver disease, supportive care after brain death for the donor candidate, antifibrinolytics, metabolic issues in liver transplantation and immunosuppressive agents.
Although in many ways a subspecialty text, the papers on metabolic issues, renal failure, the use of recombinant factor VII and the supportive care of the donor candidate after brain death are the better papers that have much more to offer to the broader anaesthetic community.
Better management of donors has significant longterm benefits for recipients. The use of thyroxine or triiodothyronine, methylprednisolone, vasopressin and insulin, especially in combination, can markedly improve long-term donor outcome. However, the timing of the introduction of these therapies can involve significant ethical considerations.
Education of all medical practitioners with respect to liver disease becomes even more important as the impact of the rising incidence of hepatitis C in our community has its full effect in the future.
Australia is well represented in the text by an excellent paper on recombinant factor VII by Dr Neville Gibbs from Perth. The issue is also a credit
